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□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23 1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12 4) 

□ .nternat.or.al preliminary examination (under Rules 55 2 and/br 55.3) 
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1 ' PCT/EP2004/00624Q 

1 . Reference is made to the following document: 
D2: GB-A-2275066 (cited in the search report) 



2. 



2.1 



3. 



3.1 



3.2 



The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claims 1 and 2 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT 
The document D2 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this ' 
document): a sealing device (see e.g. p. 1 , paragraph 1 ) for temporarily closing a well 
or a pipe, the device comprising a support (17, 21) supporting an inflatable tubular 
membrane (see e.g. fig. 1 , 2, 3, 7, 8) of circular section, having a wall of material that 
is lea kp roof, flexible and elastic, and deformable radially outwards under the action of 
internal fluid pressure so as to be pressed hermetically against the wall of the wall or 

£V*E "? T mbrane (23 ' 25) b6ing mech ^ically reinforced by at least one sheet 
of flexible strands embedded in the thickness of its wall (see e.g. fig. 3 and p 4 I 3 - 
17) the sheet being inscribed in a circularly cylindrical surface on the same axis as 
said membrane, wherein the device includes at least one [and also one pair of 
adjacent] fiber layer[s] (1 , 3), referred to as a "filter layer[s], which is[are] likewise 
circularly cylindrical in shape, and disposed concentrically [one inside the otherl 
being embedded ("encapsulated", see e.g. p. 4, 1. 3 - 7) in the thickness of the wall of 
he membrane (23, 25), inside relative to said sheet of flexible strands (5, 7), said 
pair of] filter layer[s] (1 , 3) possessing a structure made up of a multitude of very fine 

o fZ ST? 6 "T 9 " 3 " 5) that ^ 38 an anti " extrusion barrier, adapted to limit creep 
of the material const.tut.ng the wall of the membrane (23, 25) and to prevent it from 
pass.ng outwards between the reinforcing strands (5, 7) under the effect of the 
pressure generated by the inflation fluid. 
All the features of claims 1 and 2 are disclosed in D1 . 

Dependent claims 3 to 9 do not contain any features which, in combination with the 
features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in 
respect of novelty and/or inventive step, the reasons being as follows- 
Concerning claims 3, 4 and 6: the additional features of these claims are already 
known from D2, see e.g. fig. 6 - 9 for claims 3 and 4 and p. 6, 1. 10, 1 1 for claim 6 
Concerning claims 5, 7 to 9: the subject-matter of each of these claims consists in the 
selection of dimensions from a commonly used range and comes within the 
customary practice followed by persons skilled in the art, without the exercise of 
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